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A Beautiful Mind - new work by Elizabeth Guipe Hall
Artist Reception
Friday, February 5th, 6 to 9pm
Admission Free
Indianapolis, IN -- February 5th in the Harrison Gallery:  Harrison Center artist, Elizabeth Guipe Hall exhibits new work in the solo show, A Beautiful Mind.  Hall's medium is encaustic collage, which incorporates the centuries-old technique of applying molten beeswax and pigment to a surface and fusing successive layers together with flame. Using encaustic as both paint and adhesive, Hall composes in three dimensions, applying and juxtaposing collage elements that include original digital photographs, found images, graphite, charcoal, etched lines and imported handmade papers.  
She describes her inspiration for this body of work as follows:
On Saturday September 19, life for Nic Nihiser and everyone who knows and loves him, was forever changed.  In the early hours of September 19, Nic was riding his bicycle home from an evening out with friends when he was struck from behind by a hit-and-run driver. He was sent to Methodist Hospital where he was lucky to make it from the emergency room to the neural intensive care unit alive.  Nic received superb care while in the ICU, along with a never-ending parade of visitors and well wishers.  
Nic suffered severe brain trauma to the parts of his brain that control his vision and sensory perception.  By the grace of God, Nic has recovered way beyond all expectations. He is walking with assistance, talking, still has his sense of humor and has been sent home from from R.H.I., the rehabilitation facility from which he was released early due to his quick response to occupational therapy.  Although Nic has made great progress and is home, he faces a minimum of 18 months of therapy and constant care from his family and friends.  Knowing that I was to have a solo art show at the Harrision Center for the Arts in February of 2010, and needing to find a way to help Nic, I decided to create a body of work that expresses my thoughts about the tenuousness of life, the fragility and strength of the body, and the beauty of the mind.  
In Gallery No.2:  Menagerie - an establishment of luxury and curiosity - new work by jewelry makers Allison Ford and Shannon Hinkle and mixed media artist, Chad Campbell.
In the Gallery Annex: Jessica Kestler

In Hank & Dolly’s Gallery:  Margaret Nichols, webbing installation.
In the Gymnasium: Swing dancing with Naptown Stomp.  Lessons at 6:00 and 7:30pm.
The work hangs through February 27th.
With support from Huntington Bank, Arts Council of Indianapolis and the City of Indianapolis, the Indiana Arts Commission, Christel DeHaan Family Foundation, Amy McAdams Graphic Design and Indy's Music Channel.
Image - This Way?, courtesy of Elizabeth Guipe Hall, encaustic collage
IDADA (Indianapolis Downtown Artists & Dealers Association) First Friday participant.  For more information, go to www.IDADA.org.
About the Harrison Center
The Harrison Center serves as a catalyst for renewal in Indianapolis by creating awareness, appreciation and community for art and culture.  The Harrison Center is dedicated to serving both "emerging artists" and "emerging patrons" through engaging exhibits and concerts; educational programs; monthly artist support groups; and art programming for youth.  In addition, the Harrison Center provides below-market studio spaces for individual artists and office space for arts and cultural organizations.  For more information, visit www.harrisoncenter.org.
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