




The Harrison Center for the Arts is a community based arts organization 
located on the near north side of downtown.  The Harrison Center began 
in 2000 as a for-profit art studio center.  In 2002, it was  reinvented by 
neighbors as a grass roots organization operating under the fiscal 
agency of a local church.  In 2003, the Harrison Center received its 
501 (c) 3 status, and began maturing in its facility offerings, exhibits, 
and community-building activities. The Harrison Center for the Arts, 
through its urban location and its “edgy” studios is reaching a unique 
audience of urban “emerging artists” and “emerging patrons”. These 
artists and patrons follow a similar demographic: 75% white, 25% other 
populations, and 70% low-to-moderate income.  This core group is also 
young (early thirties and under) and tend to be renters in the older 
neighborhoods of Indianapolis. 

Through our targeted programming (often employing humor and 
whimsy), we are able to make the arts accessible to those who would 
normally feel uncomfortable in a gallery, who are unaccustomed to 
showing their work, or who want to know—but are afraid to ask about 
the arts.  As mentioned previously, the Harrison Center works primarily 
with “emerging artists” and “emerging patrons”.  We serve “emerging 
artists” by providing below market rate studio space, artist education 
programs, support groups, and exhibit opportunities. Through this 
initiative, the Harrison Center fosters the creation of new art, a sense 
of community among artists, new partnerships in the arts, and public 
conversations between artists and the community.  

In addition to providing services to artists, we also provide opportunities 
for community members to grow in their involvement in the arts, 
hence the designation of “emerging patrons”. Through artist talks, 
thematic exhibits, concerts, and work with youth, we are growing a new 
generation of patrons.  We believe that our work with artists and patrons 
is also a catalyst for renewal in the broader culture by introducing more 
people to the surrounding historic districts, supporting the City of 
Indianapolis’ cultural development objectives, celebrating the arts as 
a tool for economic development of the near north side, and building 
community pride in the downtown neighborhoods.

 

The Harrison Center for the Arts seeks to be a catalyst for renewal in the city 
of Indianapolis by fostering an awareness, appreciation, and community for 
art and culture.       

The Harrison Center for the Arts

Mission





The Harrison Center for the Arts is a 65,000 sq. ft. facility located on the 

near north side of downtown.  Built by the First Presbyterian congregation 

around 1900, it served as their church home for 70 years. In 1970, the 

building became the Metropolitan Center and provided social services for 

almost 30 years.  In 1999, the building became the Harrison Center for the 

Arts which houses six non-profits (VSA Arts, Herron School of Art, Primary 

Colours, The Nature Conservancy, The Advent Project, and Redeemer 

Presbyterian Church), 15 individual artist studios, and three art galleries.  

Several community spaces are available for rent:  Harrison Gallery, Gallery 

No. 2, Gymnasium, Delaware Courtyard,  and the Underground.

Harrison Gallery
The Harrison Center for the Arts features monthly shows in its bright 

1,100 sq. ft. Harrison Gallery. The gallery is also available for lunch 

meetings, business retreats, and party rentals.

Gallery No. 2
A former chapel, this gallery boasts excellent acoustics as well as 

an architecturally rich backdrop for the display of art.  This gallery is 

primarily a rental gallery and is available by the month for art exhibits.  

The gallery is also available for lunch meetings, business retreats, and 

party rentals.

Gymnasium
The gym was built in the 1920s and boasts beautiful maple par- 

quay floors and a 3/4 size basketball court. The gym is available for 

basketball rentals, family reunions, and other events. 

Delaware Courtyard
The Delaware Courtyard, encased by historic limestone walls, hosts 

the annual Independent Music and Arts Festival each June during the 

Talbott Street Art Fair. The courtyard is also available for private party 

and wedding reception rentals.

Underground
A multi-purpose room, the Underground hosts concerts, theater, and 

music/art classes.  It is also used for dance groups,  exercise workshops, 

and other events. 

Facilities





The Harrison Center for the Arts’ main exhibit venue, The Harrison 

Gallery, features the work of emerging and local artists. Exhibits are 

rotated on a monthly basis, opening with an artists’ reception free, to 

the community.  

In addition to the Harrison Center Gallery, the center also boasts a 

secondary arts venue known affectionately as Gallery No. 2.  Gallery 

No. 2 is home to traveling exhibitions and monthly shows that often 

coincide with the primary gallery shows.

When the galleries are not being used, they are available for private 

showings and event rentals.

Gallery Overview





The Harrison Center serves an emerging patron population. This core 

group is young (early thirties and under), low-to-moderate income, 

racially diverse (75% white, 25% other), and consist of renters in the 

older neighborhoods.   In addition to this core audience, our events 

draw many well-wishers:  non-profit types, community leaders and 

arts enthusiasts who want to attend and cheer on the success of the 

Harrison Center.

The Harrison Center for the Arts has a strong commitment to educating 

and supporting emerging patrons of the arts. The center has focused 

not only on supporting emerging artists but also on developing 

and educating a new class of arts consumer – the emerging patron. 

Emerging patrons are an essential part of developing a strong, healthy 

and vibrant arts community. By creating a venue where art is non- 

intimidating and inviting, The Harrison Center for the Arts is proving 

it’s commitment to the Indianapolis arts community and to the cultural 

renewal of the city as a whole.

Emerging Patrons





The Harrison Center serves emerging artists by providing below 

market rate studio rentals.  Each of our 15 studios are unique, with 

architectural features ranging from limestone walls and stained 

glass windows to Romanesque arches and interesting built-ins. 

Understanding the uncertainty of an artist’s life, these studios are 

available on a month-to-month basis.  However, to continue as a 

member of the HCA community, artists are expected to use their 

studios regularly, partner with other artists in the building, and hold 

their studios open on a regular basis.  These commitments encourage 

the creation of new work and foster community within the larger 

context of the arts community.  

Artists Studio Program





Staff Joanna Taft
Executive Director
Taft’s professional history has revolved around using her entrepreneurial 

skills to build community in diverse settings – government, corporate, 

non-profit, and grass roots community-based organizations.  With 

a solid organizational background as a Management Analyst with 

a presidentially appointed board in Washington, DC, Taft relocated 

to Indiana (Muncie, Richmond, and Indianapolis) with her Hoosier-

husband.   In Muncie, she continued her business career as a consultant 

working with start-up companies. In Richmond, she discovered 

community development and found that it was a good match for 

her personal interest in historic neighborhoods, urban areas, and her 

entrepreneurial abilities. Moving to Indianapolis in 1991, she enjoyed 

private real estate development in historic neighborhoods and became 

active in community volunteering.  After 10 years of self-employment, 

in 2001 she took the position of Director of the Harrison Center for the 

Arts.  She serves on the boards of The Oaks Academy, the Indianapolis 

Downtown Artists and Dealers Association, and the Board of Zoning 

and Appeals.

Pam Allee
Arts Coordinator
A native Hoosier, Allee brings a local community development 

perspective to the arts.  Her former work in the non-profit field includes 

Trustee Leadership Development and Martin Luther King Community 

Development Corporation.  Allee’s advertising experience was gained 

at Caldwell Van Riper and The Jazz Kitchen. Pam currently serves as the 

arts coordinator for the Harrison Center for the Arts.

Kyle Ragsdale
Curator
Ragsdale currently serves as the curator of the Harrison Center for the 

Arts and is responsible for maintaining the integrity of the gallery shows 

and growing networks in the local arts community. Ragsdale holds a BFA 

from Baylor University and a MFA from Southern Methodist University. 

Ragsdale boasts an extensive exhibit list on both the local and regional 

level. He has taught art at Southern Methodist University and is a highly 

regarded and much sought after painter in his own right.





Tentative Gallery Schedule
for 2005

January
Quincy Owens, Pop Tartan

February
Chapel of Love (Group show)

March
Just Cause, Just ‘Cuz (Group show)

April
Marty Sharp and Ed Sanders

May
To be announced

June
Independent Music and Art Festival

July
To be announced

August
To be announced

September
Whoosits: Young Fun Indy Artists

October
Threadbare (Group show)

November
Spirit and Place Festival (Kyle Ragsdale)

December 
Crimson and Clover



The Harrison Center 
1505 North Delaware

Indianapolis, Indiana 46202
t  (317) 396.3886
f  (317) 238.5489

info@harrisoncenter.org
www.harrisoncenter.org


